
Big Cat Costumes
Dress like a lion, lynx, or cheetah  
this Halloween and Trick-or-Treat for  
Big Cats! 

It’s easy to make these simple costumes. You just need some 
easy-to-use tools, a few materials, and your creativity and 
imagination. You don’t even need to sew any of the pieces—
everything is made using glue, a stapler, or by tying pieces of 
material together. Use the templates to cut fabric to the right 
sizes. And look out for great tips throughout the instructions. 
They will make your costume-making even easier!  

These costume pieces have big impact with little effort. Just 
combine them with clothes already in your child’s closet. Get 
your child involved, too. Then have some fun creating big cat 
costumes for Halloween!

Shopping Tip!

Buy materials for these 
costumes at craft, 
fabric, and dollar 
stores. If you can’t find 
a face paint color at 
a craft store, check 
out one of the pop-up 
Halloween stores in 
your area. They have 
dozens of colors to 
choose from!
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African Lion
Furry paws, a long tail, 
fun face paint, and a 
wild mane make this lion 
costume. Pair these pieces 
with a brown or tan shirt 
and pants to complete the 
look. Then roar your way 
from house to house as an 
African lion!

Lion Paw Cuffs 

What You’ll Need:

•	 tan vinyl fabric (1/4 yard)
•	 tan furry fabric with long fur hairs (1/4 yard) 
•	 sticky back Velcro (two 3-inch sections) 
•	 mini hot glue gun and glue sticks
•	 scissors
•	 X-acto knife or razor blade
•	 pen

 
Steps

1. Cut two rectangles of tan vinyl. Make the width 4 inches and 
the length to fit around your child’s wrists.

Want Some 
Inspiration? 

Check out lion images 
in our photo gallery at 
nationalgeographic.
com/animals/photos 
 
Try This!

Cut fur from the back 
of the material. Use an 
X-acto knife or razor 
blade to cut the netting 
that holds the fur. This 
will keep the fur hairs 
long and even on 
the other side. Using 
scissors can cut fur 
hairs into short and 
jagged pieces.
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2. Lay the fur on a table so that the back 
of the fabric is facing you. Trace a half-
oval shape around your child’s hand. 
Draw a flat edge at the bottom of the 
hand shape.

3. Cut two pieces of the fur fabric. Try not 
to cut the fur.  
See the tip for help.

4. Put a line of glue on the bottom flat 
edge of the furry side of the fur fabric. 
Press it to the middle of the wrong side 
of the vinyl. Hold it until the glue sets.

5. Stick one side of the Velcro piece to a 
short end of the vinyl.

6. Turn the vinyl over. Stick the other side 
of the Velcro piece to the opposite short 
end of the vinyl. 

7. Wrap the cuff around your child’s wrist 
and stick the Velcro pieces together. The 
fur hangs over the hand like a paw!

Steps 4 and 5

Steps 6 and 7

(...continued)
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Lion Face Paint

What You’ll Need:

•	 black face paint
•	 white face paint 
•	 brown face paint
•	 cosmetic sponges
•	 paintbrushes
•	 cup of water
•	 paper towels

 
Steps

1. Start with the white face paint. Use a 
damp paintbrush and draw a circle 
from the nose down around the chin 
and back up to the nose. Paint in with 
white paint. You can blend this a bit 
with a cosmetic sponge if you’d like. 
Paint white along the top of the nose. 
Then make a few white spikes on the 
forehead. Add white under the eyes 
and make small lines coming from the 
hairline into the face.

2. Now use the brown face paint. Paint 
brown along the sides of the nose. 
Feather out onto the inner cheeks. Add 
strokes of brown along hairline next to 
the white strokes. Put a few whiskers 
coming out from both sides of the  
white circle by the mouth. Add a few  
lines at the bottom of the circle.

Makeup Tips!

Buy a face paint 
palette kit. These 
kits have a variety 
of colors and some 
come with a sponge 
and paintbrush. Or 
buy tubes of cream 
makeup. Face paint 
sticks can be difficult 
to use.

Pull hair back with  
a headband and  
start with a clean and  
moisturized face. 

Use a slightly damp  
cosmetic sponge to  
put makeup onto large 
areas of the face. Use 
different sponges for 
different colors. Pat 
sponge on a paper 
towel if it is too wet. 
Too much water 
makes the paint look 
streaked.

Use a damp 
paintbrush for darker, 
more precise lines. 
Clean the paintbrush 
between colors.

Make dots with 
the hard end of a 
paintbrush.

Step1 
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3. Move to the black face paint. Paint the 
bottom part of the nose. Then paint 
a line down from the middle of the 
nose to the middle of the lip. Line the 
top lip and add lines that extend past 
the lip on each side. Make the lines 
curl up at the tip. Outline the bottom 
of the lower lip. Then add two rows 
of dots above the lip on both sides of 
the line from the nose to mouth. Paint 
a few black whiskers on each side of 
the white circle. Then add a black line 
above each eye. Make the lines curl up 
at the ends. Add a few lines around the 
hairline, and you are done!

 
Lion Tail

What You’ll Need: 

•	 dark brown felt     
(half of a 9 x 12 inch piece) 

•	 tan fleece (approximately 1/2 yard)
•	 polyester stuffing 
•	 stapler
•	 scissors
•	 knitting needle or stick (optional)

 
Steps

1. Start by making the tuft. Cut the dark brown felt into thin 
strips. Cut from long end to long end.

Steps 2 and 3

Cool Lion Facts!

Lions are the only big 
cats to have tufts at the 
end of their tails.

A lion’s tuft grows at 
around five months 
after it’s born.

(...continued)
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2. Take four strips out and set 
them aside. Pile the other strips 
together. Make the short ends 
even. Then fold the pile in half. 
Hold the folded end tightly and 
tie one of the remaining strips 
around the end. Set the tuft 
aside.

3. Cut an 8 x 20 inch piece of tan 
fleece. Fold the piece in half so 
the long ends touch. Cut from 
the middle of one short end to 
the middle of the unfolded long 
end at an angle. 

4. Staple ¼ inch in along the cut edge of the fleece. Then turn 
the fleece piece inside out so the staples will not show on the 
outside of the tail. Do this carefully!

5. Push the folded end of the tuft into the small opening of the 
tail. Tie a few of the felt strips around the fleece that is over 
the top of the tuft. Tie them tightly!

6. Fill the tail with the stuffing. Use a knitting needle or stick  
to push the stuffing down. Leave the top 2 inches of the  
tail empty.

7. Cut a strip of fleece to use as a belt. 
Make the width 2 inches. Cut the length 
 to fit around your child’s waist. 

8. Put the top of the tail in the middle of the 
belt. Staple the belt to the top 2 inches of 
the tail. Staple in a rectangular shape so 
that the belt is attached securely. Now, just 
tie the belt through the belt loops of your  
child’s pants.

Step 2

Steps 7 and 8

(...continued)
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Lion Mane Hood

What You’ll Need:

•	 dark brown felt (half of a 9 x 12 inch piece)
•	 tan fleece (same material as tail) (approximately 1/2 yard)
•	 tan tulle fabric (1 yard) 
•	 poster board (3 x 8 inch piece) 
•	 scissors
•	 mini hot glue gun and glue sticks
•	 vase or tall container with a wide opening (optional)
•	 ruler
•	 pen
•	 pins
•	 lion ear template

Steps

1. Cut two 15 x 18-inch pieces of tan fleece to make the hood. 
Lay them on top of each other. Use a few pins to hold the 
pieces together. 

2. Cut a rounded edge on one of the four corners. Start from 
about the middle of one side to the middle of the other side. 
This will be the back of the hood.

3. Measure 4 inches in from one flat end and mark the spot 
with a pen. The flat end will be the front of the hood. 

Cool Lion Facts!

Only male lions  
have manes.

A mane protects a 
lion’s neck from sharp 
claws when in a fight 
with another male.
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4. Cut strips down into the fleece from the outer edge to the 
middle of the piece. Make the strips approximately 4 inches 
long and 1 inch wide. Continue around the curved edge of 
the hood to the other flat edge of the fleece. Make sure you 
cut through both pieces of fleece!

5. Tie the strips of fleece together. Tie a strip from one hood 
piece with a strip from the other hood piece.

6. Open up the hood and set it on the vase. This open side is 
where the mane will be. Cut strips approximately 4 inches 
long and 1 inch wide along the open sides of the hood.

7. Cut two 1 x 10 inch strips of tan fleece. These will be the ties 
for the hood. Knot one tie to each bottom strip of the hood. 

8. Now cut the tulle pieces. The  
tulle fabric will make the mane fluffy  
and full. To make one tulle piece, cut  
an 8 x 12 inch rectangle. Fold it in 
half so the short ends touch. Cut strips 
up toward the folded edge. Then roll 
one folded corner to the other folded 
corner. This makes a kind of tulle 
pom-pom with loose, wild ends. Make 
approximately 20 tulle pieces. 

9. To attach the tulle pieces to the 
hood, sandwich one between two 
fleece strips. Tie the tulle in place. 
You may have to make two knots to 
keep it securely in place. Continue 
around the hood until all of the 
fleece strips have been tied to a 
tulle piece. Save four tulle pieces for 
the ties.

10. Cut up 4 inches from the bottom of 
the ties. Knot two tulle pieces at the 
end of each tie.

11. Cut thin strips from the dark brown 
felt. Tie them onto the fleece. Add 
them around the top and the bottom of  
the mane. Add a few strips to the ties.

Step 9

Step 11

(...continued)
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12. Now add the ears. Cut two 
pieces of poster board using 
the lion ear template. Then cut 
two pieces of tan fleece for  
each ear. Use the template, but 
make the flat edge about an 
inch longer. 

13. Use the mini hot glue gun to 
sandwich the poster board 
between two fleece pieces. 
Only put glue on the poster 
board. This leaves an open 
flap of fabric at the bottom.

14. Open up the flaps on each ear. 
Mark where you want to place 
the ears on the hood. Put glue 
on the flaps of one ear and 
press the flaps to the hood. 
Hold in place until the glue 
dries. Repeat on the other side  
with the other ear.

Step 14

(...continued)
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Lion Ear Template
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Lynx

The coolest clip-on ears, a short fuzzy tail, warm furry paws, 
and a mask makes this great lynx costume. Just add a brown 
shirt and tan pants. Then practice a lynx purr. Are you ready to 
prowl the neighborhood for treats?
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Lynx Paws

What You’ll Need:

•	 brown stretchy gloves
•	 tan fur fabric (two rectangles   
 to fit the top of the gloves,   
 approximately 2.5 x 3.5 inches)
•	 mini hot glue gun and  
 glue sticks
•	 X-acto knife or razor blade
•	 pen

Steps

1. Trace rectangles onto the backside of the fur fabric.  
Cut out the rectangles using an X-acto knife or razor blade.

2. Put glue on the backside of the fur fabric. Press it to the  
tops of the gloves. Make sure the thumbs of the gloves are 
pointing in!

Want Some 
Inspiration? 

Check out lynx images 
in our photo gallery at 
nationalgeographic.
com/animals/photos
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Lynx Tail

 
What You’ll Need:

•	 giant chenille pipe   
 cleaner (black)
•	 feather boa    
 (brown and beige   
 mixed)
•	 mini hot glue gun   
 and glue sticks
•	 scissors

Steps

1. Cut an 18-inch piece of the giant 
chenille pipe cleaner.

2. Cut an 18-inch piece of the brown 
feather boa. Save the rest for the 
mask!

3. Tie one end of the boa up 1 inch from 
an end of the pipe cleaner. Glue the 
end in place. Wrap the boa around the 
pipe cleaner about  
8 inches. Tie it in place. Then glue  
the end of the boa to the pipe cleaner.

4. Bend the pipe cleaner up, keep  
it straight up for about 3 inches, and 
then bend it down again. Tuck the pipe 
cleaner into the back of your child’s 
pants. The tail will stick straight out  
like a lynx’s tail!.

Step 3
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Lynx Ears

 
What You’ll Need:

•	 two snap barrettes
•	 dark brown felt (less than  

one 9 x 12 inch piece)
•	 light brown felt (less than  

one 9 x 12 inch piece)
•	 tan fur
•	 brown or black feathers  

(a few for the ear tips)
•	 mini hot glue gun and  

glue sticks
•	 scissors
•	 X-acto knife or razor blade
•	 templates for lynx ears 

Steps

1. Trace the template of the lynx ear main piece on the light 
brown felt. Cut out the piece and cut the two lines in the 
middle. It may be easier to use an X-acto knife to cut the two 
lines. Repeat to make a second earpiece.

2. Slip the top part of the snap barrettes into slits on the 
earpieces. Put a line of glue on the felt where the barrette 
goes through. Then put a line of glue around the edge  
the earpiece.

Cool Lynx Facts!

The tufts on a lynx’s 
ears help it hear even 
better.

A lynx can spot a 
mouse that is 250 feet 
(75 m) away.

Step 2
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3. Fold the earpiece up so that the two 
points touch. Press the ear edges together 
down toward the barrette. Press the felt 
down against the barrette. The smaller 
piece of the barrette will be outside of the 
ear, while the larger piece of the barrette 
will be secured inside the ear.

4. Cut out two small triangles from the fur 
fabric. Place the ears on the table with 
the opening ends of the barrette facing 
each other. Glue the fur fabric to the 
middle of each ear.

5. Turn the ears over so that the fur is on the table. Glue a 
small feather piece at the tip of each ear. These are the tufts.

6. Use the template of the lynx ear back. Cut out two pieces of 
the dark brown felt. Glue them to the back of the lynx ears. 
Match up the side point with the outer edge of the ears. 
Wrap the angled point around the inside edge of the ears to 
the front of the ears. Hold in place until the glue dries. 

Step 6

(...continued)
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Try This!

You can complete the 
lynx face by adding a 
little face paint to your 
child’s face. Just use 
a cosmetic sponge to 
make the lower half of 
the face white. The use 
a paintbrush to add 
a line from under the 
tip of the nose to the 
middle of the upper 
lip. Draw a thin outline 
of the top lip with 
black. Extend the line  
a little past the mouth 
and curve upwards at 
both ends.

Lynx Mask

What You’ll Need:

•	 white craft mask
•	 white stiffened felt  

(9 x 12 inch piece)
•	 black stiffened felt  

(9 x 12 inch piece)
•	 copper or brown felt  

(9 x 12 inch piece)
•	 tan fur fabric  

(3 x 6 inch rectangle)
•	 feather boa (brown and  

beige mixed)
•	 twelve 3-mm round rhinestones or fine-tip  

black permanent marker (for dots on mask)
•	 bead stringing wire (black)
•	 scissors
•	 X-acto knife or razor
•	 cutting board (optional)
•	 mini hot glue gun and glue sticks
•	 pen
•	 templates for lynx mask 

Steps

1. First, put the white mask up to your child’s face. Do the 
eyeholes need to be bigger? If so, cut the eyeholes bigger 
using an X-acto knife and cutting board or scissors.

2. Cut out four crescent moon shapes from the white stiffened 
felt. Glue them above and below each eyehole. 
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3. Trace the fur fringe template on the back of the fur fabric. First 
trace one fringe. Then flip the template over and trace another 
fringe. Cut out the two fur pieces using an X-acto knife or razor.

4.  Glue the fur pieces to the mask. Place on the bottom edge  
of the mask. Put the flat edge facing out.

5. Now cut out the cheeks. Use the cheek template and the white 
stiffened felt. First trace one cheek. Then flip the template over 
and trace another cheek. Cut out both pieces using scissors.

6. Glue the cheeks over the fur pieces on the mask. Line the top of 
the cheek with the white felt around the eyes. The wide end of 
the shape should go up the sides of the nose. Make sure to glue 
the side that you marked with pen onto the mask.

7. Now cut out the top part of the mask. Use the mask top template 
and trace it onto the copper or brown felt. Align the piece by 
starting at the nose. Make the nose piece 
centered over the nose. Glue this part 
down, folding over the sides of the nose. 
Then line the piece over the eyeholes. Glue 
it in place, adding glue to the top edge of 
the mask. The brown felt will overlap the 
top edge of the mask.

8. Glue two lines of three rhinestones 
on each side of the nose. If not using 
rhinestones, make dots using the marker.

9. Cut out the nose from the black stiffened 
felt. Use the nose template. Glue to the tip 
of the mask nose. Let the bottom tip of the 
nose extend past the mask.

10. Cut three 6-inch pieces of the beading 
wire. Hold them together in the middle 
and add a dot of glue. Press the wires to 
the underside of the tip of the nose.

11. To add some fur on top, cut a piece of the 
feather boa. Make it long enough to wrap 
around the top of the mask.  
Put a line of glue on the felt that extends 
past the mask in the back. Press the 
feather boa to the glue. 

Steps 5 and 6

Step 7

(...continued)
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Lynx Ear Template

18



(...continued)
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Cheetah 
Become a speedy cheetah with 
headband ears, a furry curved tail, 
spotted clothes, and face paint. Use an 
orange shirt and tan pants and add paws 
from the lion or lynx costume. Now move 
fast! It’s time to trick-or-treat!

 

Cheetah Ears

What You’ll Need:

•	 wide brown headband (about ¾ inch wide) 
•	 poster board (8 x 8 inch square) 
•	 furry cheetah fabric (8 x 8 inch square) 
•	 mini hot glue gun and glue sticks
•	 scissors
•	 pen
•	 template for ears 

Steps

1. Trace the ear template twice on the poster board.  
Cut out the poster board. Cut up the bottom slit  
(shown on the template) on both ears. Bend the  
poster board on the fold.

Want some 
inspiration? 

Check out cheetah 
images in our 
photo gallery at 
nationalgeographic.
com/animals/photos
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2. Trace the ear template onto the wrong 
side of the cheetah fur fabric. Do this 
four times. Cut out the fur pieces.

3. Sandwich a poster board piece 
between two fur pieces. Make sure the 
right sides of the fur face out. Glue 
along the unfolded rounded edge of 
the poster board. Do this again with the 
other ear.

4. Glue the underside of the folded edge 
of the poster board to one side of the 
headband. You can bend the two poster 
board flaps in a little to better fit the 
curve of the headband. Hold the ear 
firmly in place until the glue has dried. 
Do this again on the other side of the 
headband with the other ear. Add 
more glue in spots that pop up. The fur 
flap will hang over the backside of the 
headband.

Step 3

Step 4

(...continued)
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Cheetah Face Paint

What You’ll Need:

•	 orange (or red and yellow) face paint
•	 black face paint
•	 white face paint
•	 yellow face paint  
•	 cosmetic sponges 
•	 paintbrushes 
•	 cup of water
•	 paper towel
•	  

 
Steps

1. Start by using a damp cosmetic sponge 
to add white to the lower half of the face. 
Then use a paintbrush to paint a circle 
from the nose, around the mouth, and to 
the bottom of the chin.

2. Next, use a different cosmetic sponge to 
add orange to the top of the face. Go from 
the top line of the white up to the hairline. 
Avoid the eye area, though. If you do not 
have orange face paint, start with a base of 
yellow, then blend in a layer of red over the 
yellow.

3. Now switch back to white. Use the paintbrush to add to white 
stripes along the sides of the nose. Then add white under 
each eye. Brush small strokes from the hairline into the face.

Check out the lion 
costume instructions 
for great face  
painting tips!

Steps 1 and 2
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4. Black is next. Paint a curved line above 
each line. Make the tips curve up. Then 
add a few strokes out by the end of this 
line. Next, paint a long line from the 
upper part of the nose down around 
the curved white circle by the mouth. 
Make sure the white line is on the inner 
part of the nose. Try to make this long 
line in one continuous stroke. Paint 
another black line on the other side 
of the face. Paint the tip of the nose 
black. Then draw a line from under 
the tip of the nose to the middle of the 
upper lip. Outline the top upper lip 
and add curved lines at the corners of 
the mouth. Then add a line under the 
bottom lip.

5. Now add some spots to this cheetah 
face! Use the hard end of the 
paintbrush. Wet it and press it into the 
black paint. Make dots on the forehead 
and cheeks. Clean off the paintbrush 
end and use yellow paint. Add a few 
more dots.

Step 4

Step 5

(...continued)
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Cheetah Tail
What You’ll Need:

•	 wire hanger
•	 polyester stuffing 
•	 furry cheetah fabric  
 (8 x 27 inch rectangle) 
•	 stapler
•	 knitting needle or stick   
 (optional)
•	 scissors

Steps

1. Straighten out the wire hanger.

2. Fold the furry fabric so that the right sides of 
the fur touch and the long ends of the piece 
touch. 

3. Staple the long ends of the piece together 
about ¼ inch from the sides.  
As you reach the short end, start stapling in a 
curved line toward the fold. This will be the tip 
of the tail. Leave the other short end open.

4. Turn the fabric inside out. The fur will face out 
and the staples will be hidden inside. Do this 
step carefully!

5. Slip the wire hanger into the tail so that it 
reaches the bottom. Some of the wire hanger 
will be hanging out from  
the top of the tail.

6. Fill the tail with the stuffing. Use a knitting 
needle or stick to help push the stuffing into 
the tip.

7. Staple the top of the tail closed with the wire 
coming out through the middle.

8. Bend the tail into a slight S-shape. Then bend  
the top of the wire into a hook shape. Hang the  
tail from the back of your child’s pants.

Try This!

Try using a wire  
hanger with a 
cardboard piece on 
the bottom. These 
wires seem easier  
to bend.

Step 3

Step 7
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Cheetah Ear Template
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Cheetah Body

What You’ll Need:

•	 black felt (two 9 x 12 inch pieces) 
•	 white felt (one 9 x 12 inch piece) 
•	 permanent double-stick tape 
•	 scissors
•	 orange shirt (it can have a  
 picture on the front)
•	 tan pants

 

Steps

1. Cut rounded edges on the white rectangle of felt.

2. Cut small circles from the black felt. They don’t need to all 
be the same size. Cut as many circles as you want for the 
costume.

3. Center the white felt piece on the front of an orange shirt. If 
there is a picture on the shirt, try to cover it all with the felt. 
Stick long pieces of double-stick tape on the shirt where the 
felt will go. Press the white felt onto the tape on the shirt.

4. Now, stick the black felt circles on the shirt. Use small pieces 
of double-stick tape. Line the top half of the white felt with 
circles. Then stick circles on the top and bottom of the shirt, 
the arms, and the back. Group the circles in threes.

5. Add a few groups of circles to the front and back of the 
pants. Now this cheetah has its spots!

Cool Cheetah Facts!

The cheetah is the  
fastest land mammal 
on Earth. A cheetah’s 
spots help it blend with 
tall, dry grasses.
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